CEDAR RAPIDS

THEATRE

The YOUNG ARTIST PROGRAM of Cedar Rapids Opera Theatre
. Presents

| 2009~ZOiO STUDY‘ GUIDE FOR
LITTLE RED'S
MOST UNUSUAL
DAY

by John Davies

Adapted from a Study Curriculum Developed by Opera Express,
the Educational Touring Company of Opera Carolina

1120 SECOND AVE SE + CLEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 5240%
PHONE: 319.365.7401 + FAX: 319.365.0494 + WWW,CR-OPERA.QRG









~ The Story of the Operg

Our story begins with Little Red and Dudley the Forest Ranger. Dudley shares that he is a friend to the birds
nd the bees and is in charge of the trees. He also has very good manners and is polite. Little Red tells us that

Just then, Dudley the Forest Ranger retums to the forest. He is so busy thinking about Little Red's Mom that he

- -dossnh't see Mr. Bigbad.. Finally, Mr. Bigbad gets his attention and asks for directions to Granny's house. Dudiey
tells Mr. Bigbad that once he gets to. Granny's house there will be a problem. Granny doesn't open her door for
strangers but she does open the door for Dudley. In his usual evil way, Mr. Bigbad decides that he will

impersonate Dudley by wearing Dudley’s clothes. Dudley tries to escape Mr. Bigbad but ... '

Scene Ill: Granny’s House

Granny is working in her garden and daydreaming about a handsome prince walking into. her life. Little Red Is

w in front of Granny's house. She remembers that her mother sald that she shouldn't pick berries in the
woods but Little Red thinks that it is okay to pick them at Grandma'’s house: - She puts down her basket of
flowers at Granny’s front door and wanders off, Granny sees the basket of flowers and discovers the note from
Dudley. Reading the note, Granny thinks that Dudley wants to take “her” to the Forest Ranger Balll

Mr. Bigbad is wearing Dudiey's clothes and doing his best to imitate Dudley's voice. When ‘Granny opens the
door she quickly discovers that “Dudley” is really Mr. Bigbad. He chases her around the room until she manages
to-hide in the broom closet. At that very moment Little Red knocks on Granny's front door.. Mr. Bigbad decides
to impersonate Granny. ' ' S :

‘Granny’s” big eyes, big ears, and big teeth puzzle Little Red until Mr. Bigbad reveals that he really is a-wolfl He
begins to chase Little Red while Granny chases him; Suddenly there is a loud knock at the door and everyone
freezes. Who could it be? It's Dudley, and he has come to find out who is making so much.hoise.in his forest.
Granny, Little Red, and Mr. Blgbad decide to jump in bed and hide under the blankets.

Dudley realizes that he Is alone in Granny’s house and sits down on the bed. Well, everyone jumps out of the

Suddenly, there is another loud knock at the door and everyone freezes, Who could it be this time? It's Little
Red's Mom, and she is wondering what is going on. Dudley immediately comes to the rescue of everyone by
explaining that he wants to take Little Red’s Mom to the Forest Ranger Ball. Mom says that she can't think of
anyone who-would be more fun at the ball that Dudley. Mr. Bighad realizes that he Is no longer the most _
important person in the story and decides to leave before the Woodsman shows up to chop him into little pieces.

Everyone lives happily ever after—with Little Red remembering to follow her Mom's rules.



Jacques Offenbach (1s19- 1880

Jacques Offenbach was born on June 20, 1819 in Cologne,
Germany. He moved to France in 1833 at the age of 14 to
study music, He became famous as g world-class cello

- full of fun — In fact, he was so popular that people called him

~ “the Mozart of the Champs Elysées” (after a famous street in

“ Paris), Unfortunately, he didn't live to see his only serious
~opera, The Tales of Hoffmann, performed on stage. .
' Offenbach died in Paris, France on October 5, 1880, ‘

Read more about Offenbach at
http:ﬂen'.wlklpedia.orglwiklldacques__'Offen‘bach.

Gioachino Rossini (1792 1868)

Gioachino Rossini was born in Pesaro, ltaly on February 29,
1792 {a Leap Year). As a-boy, he was a singer and played
both the cello and the homn. He composed his first opera,
The Marriage Contract, in 1810. Rossini wrote music very
fast — he could write a whole opera in two weeks. His most
famous operas were The Barber of Seville (1816) and
Cinderella (1817). After his last opera, Wifllam Tell (1829),

Rossini decided he was ready to stop composing. Even

though he was barely 40 years. old, he retired  from

composing in 1832 and spent the rest of his life throwing

dinner parties and helping young composers, Rossini.died in

Passy, France on November 13, 1868, ‘ ‘

' Read more about Rossini at
htt‘p:ﬂen.wikipedla.orglwikilGioacchlno__R_ossInl.

| Make a timeline of Offenbach’s and Rossini’s lives using the dates below as a guide.

1792 1810 1816 1819 1820 1832 1833 1858 1864 1868 1880

N I Y Y I Y TR Y R

* Where dotheir lives overlap?

* Whatimportant dates do they share?.
. Do you think they might have known each other?
»  What did these two men have in common?

=



Important Opera Terms

ARIA
BARITONE
BASS

CHORUS

COMPOSER
CONDUCTOR

CONTRALTO
COSTUMES

DESIGNER
ENSEMBLE
LIBRETTO

MEZZ0O-SOPRANO
OPERA

OPERETTA

OVERTURE
PROPS
RECITATIVE

SCENE
SETTING
SOPRANO.
STAGE DIRECTOR

TENOR

A song in an opera that is sung by one person.
The middle male voice range, below tenor and above bass.
The lowest male volce range. A “bass—baritone” is a little bit higher.

In opera, a group of singers who sing togethef; also a piéce of music
sung by such;a' group of singers,

A person @th;:writes. musical works,

A person who leads and coordinates a grbup of musicians playing
Instruments andjor singers. -

The lowest female vOl(_:e randé (sdméfiﬁ%es shortened to “alto”),
Clothing worn by the performers which describes the historical era, the

social rank, and the personality of the character wearing it,

. The person In charge of creating the sets, costumes, props, or lighting

of an opera or play. _
A song in an opera that is sung by more than one person: “duet” = two

. people, “trio” = three people, “quartet” = four people, etc.

The text or words of an opera (ltalian for “little book”). The person who
writes a libretto is called a “librettist.”

The middle female voice range, below soprano and above .co_ntralto.'

A drama expressed in ' music, in'which the characters sing instead of
speaking all or part of the time, usually accompanied by an orchestra.

A stage production similar to an opera, but that usually has a comic or
light-hearted story, and spoken dialogue mixed with singing.

A piece of music performed by the orchestra at the beginning of an

opera, operetta, ballet, or musical, which often contains:-important tunes

that witl appear later in the work

Aticles, other than costumes or scenery, used as part of a play or opera

(short for “properties”). Furniture and the like are “set props;” anything-

- that performers plck up or hold (fans, knives, brooms) are "*hand props”,

A style of operatic writing that approximates the rhythms and contours. of

‘nermal speech; usually accompanied by simple chords in the orchestra

or on-a keyboard instrument,
A part of an opera or play, with a fixed setting & continuous flow of time.

The surroundings or location where a theatrical action takes place.
Also called “scenery.” :

The highest female voice range.

3

A person who decides how to teli the story of the play or opera: the

movements of the performers onstage, the look of scenery, costumes,
and lights, etc, : o

The highest natural male voice.



Things to Talk about Before the Opera
1. Whatis a fairy tale? How is a fairy tale different from real life?

2. Read the synopsis of Little Red’s Most Unusual Day. Ask the students to
discuss the story and its characters. How wouid they tell the same story?

3. Discuss the difference§ betwi‘éeman opera and a play; a concert and a music
video; watching a live performance and watching a performance on television,

4. What part does an audience play in an opera?. What are some o'f the
characteristics of a good audience?

| Suggestions for Question & Answer Session

An integral part of our visit to your school is involving the students in the performance. There
will be a short question and answer period immediately following the show.,

: TeaChers are requested to prompt students to think of ‘ques,tion's-to ask before the date they
are scheduled to see the opera. Students should be prepared to ask their questions in a voice
loud enough to be heard by everyone,

Listed below are some sample questions.

--un..-....-;......-.-...--.;...n...........-..u..uu'...n-....-.........n.-u-un.-u.-u.n................-..-..-u...........-'.......u. ...........

1. What made you decide to become a singer?

2. What exercises do you use to warm up your voice and keep it in shape?
3.. How do you learn the opera?

4. How much do you rehearse?

S. ‘What is your favorite type of music?

8. Where did the set and props come from?

' 7-.. Who made the costumes?

8. How do you sing so loudiy?
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In the opera Little Red’s Most Unusual Day, the .character Dudley wants something
very badly. Use the story pattern below to detail what Dudiey wants.

Dudley...

Wanted to... |

but...



Brace Map

Mr. Bigbad (the Wolf)!!!

Complete the brace map by filling in the blanks about
Mr. Bigbad'’s character attributes.

looks
says

Mr. Bigbad
__agts

feels




In the past, the story 'of_Little;Red Riding Hood has been rewritten many_' times and in
several different languages.  Now is your chance to be the author, Be as creative as you

want in rewriting the story. You must, howevar, follow these guidelines in your story:

- (1) You must use only five characters,
(2) Your story must have a.conflict and a resolution,

Little Red Riding Hood

by




Feelings

I Describe the character, Little Red Riding Hood, in the bginning of he sfory.

| Event #1: Little Red crosses her finger wheri\_
her Mom makes her promise not to make any
stops along the way to Granny’s house,

\

|Event #2: When Littie Red arrives atGranny's | . .-Li_ttlé Red feels...

fhouse she decides to pick berries anyway.

JEvent #3: When Little Red realizes that | Little Red feels...
~ JGranny is really Mr. Bigbad, she begins to run |- '
. Jaway f_rom-him. | : '

D'e-sCribe the character, Little Red Riding -Hood, at the end f the story.
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Critic’s Corner
Directions: . '
» Pretend you are an-opera critic for a newspaper.
Answer the review questions below.

. ,
+ Besureto report both the pros (positive) and the cons (negative) accurately.
* Have your teacher send us your review. : '

The %a’ily P etwspaper

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE |
BY: ' GRADE: SCHOOL:

Review of Little Red’s Most Unusual Day

1. My favorite part of the opera was

2. The opera was funny, sad, scary, etc. because;

3. The performers did a good job when they

4. The part | enjoyed about the music most was

5, Who were your favorite chara'c_te_zr's and why?
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Investigate Opera

Opera was first created in Florence, Italy in 1597. The name of the first opera was
Dafne by composer Jacobo Peri, Because opera was first poptilar in Italy, many of the
words associated with it are from the Italian language. Opera, a word which literally
means “work,” is a play that is sung throughout and is accompanied by an orchestra.
Operas. are sung throughout for many reasons. Two very important reasons are (1) to
show off the beauty of the human volce and (2) when people sing together (a duet)
they can express different feelings at the same time. o _ :

As in a play, designers must be called in to. create the costumes, lights, sets, and
~make-up. As the actual performance approaches, the singers get to wear their new
costumes and’ perform in front of the newly crafted scenery in a rehearsal,

In opera, the composef sometimes writes both the words and the musfic, but usUally
the words are written by someone else. The person who writes the words is the
librettist. Often the words are adapted from a story or play, such as Liffle Red’s Most

- Unusual Day. The story adaptation for Liftle Red was written by John Davies. The
music was written by Jacques Offenbach and Gioachino Rossini,

FILL IN THE BLANKS

The person who writes the music is the

The adaptation of Little Red was written by

The person who writes the words to an opera is called a

Opera was first created in__

The person who creates the costumes and sets is a

A , is when two people are singing together.

A play that is sung throughout is cailed an












